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Greetings to all Rotarians in District 9455
OCTOBER IS ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT MONTH
Rotary supports investments in people to create measurable and enduring economic improvement in their lives and communities.
It simply means the investment by Rotary in people so that they can create economic improvements in their lives and communities by:
1) Strengthening the development of local economic leadership, including
women, in communities through tools such as microloans and similar support.
2) Developing opportunities for decent and productive work, particularly for
youth, as the economic and social underpinning of communities.
3) Building the capacity of local organizations and community networks to support economic Development
4) Reducing poverty in under-served communities.
5) Supporting studies for career-minded professionals related to economic and
community development.
It truly is amazing that on visiting Clubs you all are certainly supporting economic and community development in very many ways.
Economic and Community Development is also one of the six areas of focus of
The Rotary Foundation, but we need funds to allow Rotarians to continue this
important work. Our Foundation giving this year has had a slow start and I urge
Clubs to make your Foundation contributions as soon as possible.
On 24 October, we recognised World Polio Day. There have been a total of 26
cases of the wild polio virus detected in children so far this year compared with
74 for the whole of 2015. It was disturbing to hear that this year there have
been three cases of the wild polio virus affecting children in Nigeria, when we
considered we had eradicated polio in Nigeria two years ago. This just reinforces why we need to keep giving to support vaccinations of children even after the
last case of the virus is detected, as it will still exist in some environments.
Some Clubs have held events to raise funds to see polio totally eradicated. I
encourage all Clubs to participate when you can to fit it in to your calendar of
events.
Congratulations to the Rotary Club of Kununurra celebrating its 30th anniversary and to the Rotary Club of Wanneroo celebrating its 45th anniversary. Well
done! And best wishes for many more years to come.
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District 9455
Rotarians thank you for all the good you are doing in the world and keep up the good work.
You truly are “Rotarians Serving Humanity”.
Please remember that District personnel are here to support you so please let us know if you require any
support or resources.
Have fun and continue to spread your Rotary stories.
Patricia Canning
District Governor
District 9455

Rotary Facts:
“DID YOU KNOW?”
Some interesting facts about Rotary.
There are more than 1.2 Million Rotarians all over the world in more than 33,000 Rotary Clubs in more
than 200 countries in all geographic areas.
The Rotary Foundation Ambassadorial Scholarships is the world's largest, privately funded scholarship
program.
Providing vitamin A supplements during polio National Immunization Days has averted an estimated 1.5
million childhood deaths since 1998 – testimony to the "plus" in PolioPlus.
The first project of the first Rotary club of Chicago was installation of public toilets in the city.
The first Rotaract Club was formed in Charlotte, North Carolina, USA.
The first women joined Rotary in 1987. Today, more than 196,000 woman are members of Rotary International.
Since 1978 under the Health, Hunger and Humanity (3-H) Program, 340 projects in 78 countries have been
funded from Rotary International totalling US-$ 87 million.
2006 – Polio was reduced to four countries: Afghanistan, India, Nigeria and Pakistan.

District 9455 Welcomes New Members
Geraldton : Meredith Roe

Mindarie : Kelly Dowel
Dave Duvall

Hillarys – Jane Wake

Perth – Allan Jennings

Geraldton Greenough - Stuart Watson

Karrinyup

Kevin

Scarborough – Jan Roberts
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Rotary Youth Exchange News
The Inbound Students are now just through the three month mark, and traditionally, some
difficulties with homesickness can occur here. All is well with this group. They have settled
into their exchange and enjoying the experience. Our Quindanning Weekend has occurred
and this is so placed to allow the Placement Coordinators one on one time with the students
to deal with any difficulties. It is also an opportunity for Club Mentors to relay any issues
they might be experiencing, to the District Committee. Nothing of a serious nature has been
reported this year thankfully.

Inbounds 2016 Quindanning
Next event for the Inbound Students will be the Southern Goldfields Tour departing Perth
Sunday 13 November. An educational journey through the Wheat Belt, to Esperance and
Kalgoorlie. Many thanks to the Rotary Clubs of Quairading, Corrigin for their support. It is
good also to have the involvement of the two clubs in Esperance, and three in Kalgoorlie
this year.
RI D9455 DG’sNewsletter
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Rotary Youth Exchange News..cont.
The current Outbound Students are into their final quarter. We will soon be into our airport runs to welcome them home. 2017 departures are just receiving their paperwork from
their host clubs and applying for their visas. The final outbound briefing for them will be 3
December. Unfortunately, Sweden as an exchange partner collapsed again this year. Fortunately Finland was able to stand in and offer an alternative placement.

Expressions of Interest are now coming in for a 2018 departure. It is hoped that some
(several) of these will be younger than previous years. This is keeping in line with the National Consultative Committee for International Secondary Student Exchange (NCCISSE)
guidelines. I ask clubs to consider this when interviewing applicants. Don’t reject them due
to age. Give them an opportunity to complete a Year of their education overseas, and be
able to return to school to share their educational and cultural experience with fellow students.

District Insurance Officer
Happy Retirement to our Current District Insurance officer.
District 9455 is saying Happy Retirement to our long serving District Insurance Officer Tony Pinneger. Tony has worked tirelessly ensuring District 9455 where every Club, every
Rotarian, their partners and volunteers are covered by the Rotary National Insurance Program. Insurance is available for officially constituted Rotary activities, so Tony has made
sure they we have complied with all the necessary legislation.
Thank you Tony and enjoy your retirement from being District Insurance Officer.
Welcome new District Insurance officer
District 9455 welcomes Steve Halbert Rotary Club of Dalkeith a very experienced person
in Risk management and Insurance who has kindly stepped into the above position and is
currently having handover from Tony. Steve District 9455 welcomes you and we look forward to a long and fruitful time working with you. Thank you.
RI D9455 DG’sNewsletter
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District 9455 First Rotary Peace Fellow
Natasha Venables

I would like to express my sincerest thanks and appreciation to the
District for nominating myself for the Rotary Peace Fellow Scholarship. I am still in shock that I was accepted knowing it is a highly competitive process, and put it down to the wonderful support and guidance I received from Ron Geary, my references and the districts endorsement. As an avid humanitarian I am really looking forward to
learning more about Rotary and the WA district and developing a lifelong relationship with the organization.
Kind regards
Natasha
Natasha Venables, a young Lady that has experienced so much and wants to keep trying to
make this world a better place, has applied for the Master’s Degree in Sweden at the Uppsala University, she has chosen this university because it has the curriculum she requires to
achieve the level of education and knowledge to achieve her own goals in life.
Born in Zimbabwe in post-civil war society with ongoing terrible and violent land struggles,
her teenage years were involved in volunteering as a medical support team member. It was
these years the Natasha witnessed firsthand how poverty, inequality, ethnic tension, lack of
access to education, and unequal distribution of resources can lead to discontent and conflict.
Working in Indonesia Natasha gained a unique insight into the complex issues evolved in
human relationships, communication and cultural dynamics and how education is required
to prevent, manage and resolve conflict. As the Food Security Advisor in Vanuatu, Natasha designed programs and implemented the Women’s Seed and Tool Bank project, to
bring back community gardening, something the Women, Chiefs and Ministry of Agriculture all endorsed, and there is so much more. To put it in Natasha’s words.
Completing a Master’s of peace and Conflict Studies is in my opinion, the best way to continue and strengthen my education, deepen my understanding of the complex issues facing
humanity, further develop my ability to positively influence humanity, particularly to keep
working on the ground in the development sector but to increase my ability to influence
policy and higher level decisions that ultimately, effect real changes in the world.
Natasha has been accepted “International Christian University Japan”
We all wish Natasha all the very best for her studies, Tash will be available to talk to clubs
but please come through PDG Ron Geary and he will organise.
PDG Ron Geary
Rotary Peace Fellowship Chair
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Rotary Joondalup trip to Thailand
Seven members of Rotary Joondalup have recently completed a very successful and rewarding trip to Thailand to see one of their projects in action. Rotary Duffy Boy’s Town is
home to 40 teenage boys who would otherwise be at risk of poverty, illness or child labour. This venture started in 1989 with a cash donation from Rotarian Terry Duffy. Rotary
Joondalup in conjunction with Nedlands has provided ongoing support for the cost of the
boys, solar projects and also a project set up by an ECU student Shell Read, who is well
known to Joondalup.
The recent Club trip began in Bangkok when the seven Australian Rotarians were guests
of Bangkok70 Club. They then visited Rotary Central and several hospitals including one
which specialises in childhood cancers. Several days were spent in Khon Kaen at Boy’s
Town where the project was seen in reality. The boys returned early from school holidays
in order to meet us and their enthusiasm for our visit was palpable. Emotions ran high
when it was time to bid farewell. Our trip was made easier due to the local knowledge and
language skills of several of our team- Ning and Joe Hawkins and Prof. Jim Cross who is
our International Director.
Below you can see a Bangkok70 meeting , the Boy’s Town’s main form of transport and
the boys waving us farewell.
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District 9455 Club Membership as of 7th Nov.
For District 9455
# of Clubs at 1 July 2016 :

48

# of Members at 1 July 2016 :

1204

List of all clubs
Balcatta (17525)
Ballajura-Malaga (26656)
Batavia Coast (17536)
Bay View Claremont (84845)
Belmont (17575)
Broome (54503)
Cambridge (17533)
Carnarvon (17527)
Corrigin (17587)
Crawley (82883)
Cunderdin (17530)
Dalkeith (21782)
Ellenbrook (86256)
Freshwater Bay (81032)
Geraldton (17535)
Geraldton-Greenough (24104)
Heirisson (27633)
Hillarys (23632)
Joondalup (24045)
Kalamunda (17596)
Karratha (17537)
Karrinyup (17538)
Kununurra (24079)
Matilda Bay (17560)
Midland (22931)
Mindarie (83520)
Moora (17543)
Morley (17544)
Mosman ParkCottesloe (17545)
Mount Lawley (17547)
Mundaring (17548)
Nedlands (17549)
Northam (17550)
Northbridge (21759)
North Perth (17551)
Osborne Park (17552)
Perth (17553)
Quairading (17555)
Scarborough (17557)
Subiaco (17559)
Swan Districts (17561)
Swan Valley (29590)
Wanneroo (17562)
Welshpool (17621)
Western Endeavour (23486)
West Perth (17563)
Wongan Hills (17565)
Wyalkatchem (17566)

District Total
RI D9455 DG’sNewsletter
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November 2016 :

48

November 2016 : 1214
Current
Member
Count

Is New Charter Date

X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X

11
17
30
27
26
11
18
11
11
60
6
50
12
34
26
34
22
34
12
31
11
46
33
48
19
18
18
17

X

14

17-Mar-1972

X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X

31
28
36
15
32
21
21
92
7
52
15
21
20
15
21
22
38
12
8

28-Jun-1949

25-Jan-1980
23-Jun-1989
21-Oct-1969
03-Dec-2012
13-May-1960
18-Oct-2000
30-Jun-1969
15-Apr-1963
18-May-1964
02-Feb-2010
22-Jan-1965
24-Apr-1984
18-Nov-2014
19-Dec-2008
02-Oct-1950
17-Oct-1986
09-Nov-1990
11-Apr-1986
12-Sep-1986
27-Jun-1962
02-Feb-1979
01-May-1974
26-Sep-1986
11-Jan-1979
14-Jun-1985
05-Nov-2010
26-Sep-1957
28-Oct-1964

07-Jan-1971
02-Nov-1959
30-Aug-1946
17-Apr-1984
17-Apr-1972
26-May-1978
15-Apr-1927
30-Jun-1963
01-Aug-1956
28-Jun-1949
28-Jun-1949
09-Jun-1993
23-Jul-1971
29-Dec-1971
19-Feb-1986
28-Jun-1954
15-Jun-1965
07-Oct-1969

1214
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Anti-Microbial Resistance Project

Youth Protection and Insurance Training Session
District 9455 invite you to attend:
Youth Protection and Insurance Training Session
Sunday November 13, 9.30am for a 10am sharp start till 12.30pm.
Mount Lawley Senior High School
65 Woodsome St, Mount Lawley WA 6050
It is important for all clubs to represented at this session.
Workbooks will be provided
RSVP to hank@businessmasters.net.au
Hank de Smit PDG
Youth Protection
Rotary District 9455
Mobile: 0419 926 425
Main Phone: 08 9563 1008
Email: hank@businessmasters.net.au
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CAMP OPPORTUNITY
January 22-28, 2017

Camp Opportunity is a live-in camp for 18 to 35 year old adults with
disabilities. “Campers” are teamed with an able bodied “Buddy” for a
week of fun and adventure. The aim is for participants to develop re-

KEY DATES

lationships and teamwork skills and to experience personal growth.

31st Oct 2016—Nominations close for

While the Campers are having a fun week at camp, their parents and
carers have a respite week.
The camp will be held from Sunday 22nd January to Saturday 28th
January 2017 at the Point Walter Recreational Centre, 1 Stock Road,

Bicton. The camp is run by a Rotary District 9455 Committee and a
registered nurse is on site all week along with a team of volunteers.
The Campers and Buddies engage in many and varied activities including Archery, Abseiling, Flying Fox, Ten Pin Bowling, Adventure World,
Zoo Visit, T-shirt screen printing, Disco & Karaoke, Water Sports

both Campers and Buddies
15th Dec 2016—all successful candidates will be notified
22nd Jan 2017—Camp begins.

CONTACT DETAILS
9455CampOpportunity@gmail.com
Or find us on Facebook
Mark Williamson 08 9295 4359
Robyn Penny 0400 249 277
Mail to 505 Kilburn Road, Parkerville,
WA 6081

(biscuit & boat rides), Kite Making, Art and Craft, Camper and Buddy
Talent Night, and lots of swimming and laughter.
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Who should attend Camp Opportunity?
Camp Opportunity is about participation, so we accept people who can engage
in all activities for the entire week with supervision and help. A registered Nurse
will be on site 24/7 to administer medications and to deal with any emergency.
As a basic guide, we accept Campers with physical and mental disabilities such
as Cerebral Palsy, Autism, Spina Bifida, Down’s Syndrome, vision and hearing
impaired, wheelchair bound and head injured applicants. However, while we
have a camp nurse on site all week, we are not a high care organisation as,
generally, our Buddies and Volunteers are without nursing or medical
experience. Campers who have attended a previous Camp Opportunity or
District 9465’s HandiCamp are not eligible to attend.
Buddies are able bodied volunteers between 18 and 35 with the ability to
attend and stay on camp for the entire week and be willing to participate in all
camp activities. As Buddies they will experience living with and helping guide a
disabled person to participate in activities, to form friendships and to enjoy a
week of new experiences and fun outside their normal environment. In the past
Buddies have described the camp as a wonderfully rewarding personal
experience and many have returned to attend following camps.

What’s next?
Nomination forms are available from our Facebook Page or by emailing
9455CampOpportunity@gmail.com
All nominations for Campers and Buddies must be submitted on the 2017
nomination forms and must include a recent passport size photo.
“Campers” and “Buddies” must be 18 or over and under 36 on 21st January
2017.
Important Notes:



Campers and Buddies may be sponsored by their local Rotary Club.



Campers previously attending Camp Opportunity or Rotary District 9465’s
Handicamp are not eligible to apply.



Rotary Youth Exchange Students are not eligible to attend under the
terms of Rotary International’s Youth Protection Policy



Buddies need their own transport to and from Camp Opportunity



Parents/Carers are responsible for transport of Campers to and from
Camp Opportunity
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Rotary International Zones 7A, 7B & 8

Atlanta Convention
Events:
Hello,

meeting with redistricting to take
effect on 1 July 2020.”

Some of the highlights of the RI Board
meeting held in September are included in this Newsletter for your
information. The full minutes of the
Board meeting will be available by
the end of November.
At the September RI Board meeting
the RI Districting Committee brought
forward the following motion which
was passed. “The Board requests the
President to appoint Director Trevaskis to work with district leadership to
create national redistricting plans for
Australia and New Zealand and to
provide the Districting Committee
with an interim report by January
2017 in order to present a complete
plan to the Board at its June 2017

Australia and New Zealand have both
lost numbers over the last few years.
As a consequence there will be a reduction in the number of Districts in
both Australia and New Zealand
which will come into effect from July
1st 2020.
Elections are to proceed in early
2017 for District Governor Nominee
(District Governors 2019-2020) in all
existing Districts as usual.
I understand and accept that for
some people redistricting can be an
emotional issue for them but the reality is that redistricting will not be of a
real concern to the majority of Rotarians. There will be ongoing dialogue



Atlanta Braves Games
‘Strike Out Polio”



Dinner at the World of
Coca-Cola



Habitat Home Build



CDC “Polio Tour”



Host Hospitality Night



Gone With the Wind
screening



Candlelight Vigil to End
Slavery & Human Trafficking



Blue Jeans & Blue Grass



3K Walk/Run for Peace



Down Under Breakfast
with RIPE Ian Riseley
(see P4)
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of Directors’ Meeting



Australian Rotarian to
receive Global Award



Rotakids—Newest
Club Totally Rocks
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on redistricting, or as I would prefer
to call it the establishing of new Districts with the current District Leaders of Districts.

give people answers to their questions that can be accessed through
the link below.
1) 2016 COL Decisions: Meeting
Flexibility and Format (https://
While we are redistricting Australia vimeo.com/169728720) .
and New Zealand RI is re-zoning the
world. This happens every eight
2) 2016 COL Decisions: Memberyears. What it means for Australia
ship Types and Attendance Flexibiland New Zealand is that because of ity (https:/vimeo.com/169728997)
our dropping membership, it is likeClick here
ly that Australia and New Zealand
will become one Zone.
District Designated Funds are availRotary International’s website gives able for Districts to use for projects
people who are interested in joining in their own districts or other disRotary the ability to register their
tricts. These are funds that have
As a consequence of our falling membership originally come from
your district. Last year
it is likely that Australia and New Zealand
there was approximatewill become one Zone
ly fifty eight million
interest. Those contacts are prodollars available for use but hadn’t
cessed by RI staff and sent onto Dis- been taken advantage of. I would
tricts for them to follow up. Over a
encourage all Districts to make use
12 month period around 100,000
of the District Designated Funds/ I
from all parts of the world said they am sure that every District would
would like to be involved with Rota- have any number of projects that
ry. What is disturbing is that only
the funds can be utilised to do good
33% of the people making enquiries in a local community.
about membership of Rotary were
followed up. Perhaps not all of them Our public image is critical for us;
would be suitable for Rotary or
Wendy Gaborit as the Rotary Public
want to make a commitment, but
Image Coordinator has done an exthere are 65,000 people who excellent job getting a story onto A
pressed an interest in Rotary who
Current Affair with the help of othwere never contacted.
ers. It is hard to put a value on that
sort of exposure on national televiWe need to make the most of every
opportunity when it comes to membership; I hope that in our Zones
that District leaders are following
up every enquiry that we receive.
People have asked about getting
more information on decisions that
were made at the Council on Legislation held in April this year concerning “Meeting Flexibility and
Format” and “Membership Types
and Attendance Flexibility”. Michele
Berg the Deputy General Secretary
has narrated two videos that will

sion. Yet when you drive into many
towns across Australia Rotary signs
at the town entrance or signs on or
at the site of many of our projects
leave a lot to be desired. I think we
can improve our image by updating
our signs to the entrance of towns
or on our projects. You can access
all the branding guidelines on My
Rotary.
I am pleased to say that the four
Chairs of Australian Rotary Health,
Rotary Oceania Medical Aid for Children, Rotary Down Under and Rotary Australia World Community Service have agreed on having joint
training for Directors and Directors
Elect on their role and responsibility as Directors. The first training or
orientation will be held in April
2017. This training will be ongoing
and will give them an understanding of good governance and due diligence as a Director.
The polio situation in Nigeria has
been a challenge but Rotary has
stepped up and been at the forefront to get control of this outbreak.
Nigeria has shown us that the eradication of polio is a continuing battle
and that we cannot relax in our endeavours. We will eradicate polio
and we will do it soon!
Regards, Noel

Controlling the outbreak of Polio in Nigeria
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Highlights from the September 2016 Rotary International Board of
Directors Meeting
The second 2016-17 RI Board of Directors meeting was held on 19-22 September in Evanston, Illinois, USA. At this meeting the Board reviewed 12 committee reports and recorded 64 decisions.
Club and District
The Board


approved criteria, guidelines, and a timetable for rezoning the Rotary world and approved the
creation of three regional teams that will develop rezoning proposals for consideration by the
Board at its January 2017 meeting;



reaffirmed that developing the Rotary vision and strategic plan is a top priority for the Board,
Trustees, and Secretariat and approved an action plan for the Strategic Planning Committee to
execute and monitor;



amended the specific duties of a district governor to add responsibilities for district-wide strategic planning;



requested Rotary institute conveners to provide comprehensive governor-nominee training at
their institutes starting in 2020-21, and further agreed that Rotary would subsidize this cost;



agreed to reduce the time frame of the International Assembly by one day, starting in 2021;



received a report on membership trends that included as of 1 July 2016 the following data:


membership: 1,209,491 Rotarians (down 1,578 Rotarians from 2015)



clubs: 35,399 (up 285 clubs from 2015)



average club size: 34 members

Meetings
The Board




agreed that every seven years Rotary may consider convention bids from cities that do not meet
the critical criteria for an RI convention host city provided that


no other city in the country of the city that is making the bid meets the criteria for conventions;



the city has no more than three modifications to the criteria;



the total financial impact of accepting such a bid does not exceed US$1.5 million;



the city be subject to limits on the number of registrants or to other convention product
modifications as defined by the general secretary;

accepted the proposal of Districts 7010, 7070, 7080, and 7090, to host the 2018 Rotary InternaContd. P4
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tional Convention on 24-27 June 2018 in Toronto, Canada.
Highlights from the Board of Directors Meeting (contd.)
Programs and Awards
The Board


agreed to enter into a memorandum of understanding with Lufthansa to
help grow their Entrepreneurship Camp model for a term ending in 2020;



broadened its policy regarding Rotary Friendship Exchanges to allow for
participation by Rotarians and non-Rotarians with the goal for participants
to experience cultural immersion and intercultural exposure, foster greater
international understanding, or to allow those new to their career to enhance their vocational skills, while making new connections and friendships, and, when possible, building a foundation
The expanded Rotary Friendship Exchange policy will also provide a unique
educational opportunity for young business and professional people at the
beginning their professional lives to develop professional and leadership
skills, to address the needs of their communities;



selected the recipient of the 2016-17 Rotary Global Alumni Service to Humanity Award and the Rotary Alumni Association of the Year Award, which
will be presented at the 2017 Atlanta convention.



Supported President Germ’s plan to grant the Rotary Award of Honor to
Jack Nicklaus and Dolly Parton.

Contact Us
The Director’s News is the
official newsletter of Zones
7A, 7B & 8 Director 2016-2018,
Noel Trevaskis
It is produced bi-monthly
Editor: PDG Gina Growden
M: 0412 128 106
E: gina.growden@bigpond.com
Contributions are welcome—
please email articles and good
quality photos to editor

www.facebook.com/
RotarianNoelTrevaskis
To unsubscribe email:
gina.growden@bigpond.com

Administration and Finances
The Board elected Brenda M. Cressey, K. R. Ravindran, and Michael F. Webb to
be trustees of The Rotary Foundation, beginning 1 July 2017. The Board further
elected Mary Beth Growney Selene to fill the unexpired term of Thomas M
Thorfinnson, who resigned his position as a trustee to take the role of chief
strategy officer at the Secretariat.
The Board accepted the audited financial statements and report on Rotary International’s financial results for 2015-16. An annual report will be published
in accordance with the RI Bylaws.

Atlanta Convention 10-14 June 2017

RIPE Ian and
Juliet Riseley
Invite you
to join them at the

The Rotary International Convention Host Organising Committee invites all Rotarians to join them in Atlanta, Georgia
from10-14 June 2017.

‘Down Under’
Breakfast at the
Atlanta
Convention

With the spirit of true southern hospitality they welcome Rotarians from around the world to experience everything Atlanta
and the American South has to offer.

Tuesday, 13 June 2017
6.30am for 7am at
Double Tree by Hilton
Atlanta Downtown

Visit their website: http://www.rotaryconvention2017.org/
festival-events

Registrations will be
available soon.
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Australian Rotarian Stephanie
Woollard has been recognised on
the global stage with a prestigious
Rotary Responsible Business
Award. Stephanie is one of only six
honorees worldwide, applauded
for her ground-breaking work establishing the Seven Women project, which supports disabled
women in Nepal.
The presentation of the awards
will form the centerpiece of Rotary
Day at the United Nations Headquarters in New York. Rotary International President John Germ,
1500 Rotary members, UN officials
and NGO leaders will be present to
discuss humanitarian challenges
whilst celebrating the positive impact Rotary and others are making
in our world today.

meeting seven disabled women
making soaps and candles in a
small tin shed. In Nepal, disabilities
carry a strong social stigma, believed to bring bad fortune. The
women were consequently able to
sell only a fraction of what they
produced at market and lived in
dire poverty.
Stephanie used her last $200 to
pay for two trainers to up skill the
women to manufacture products
appropriate for sale abroad. The
Seven Women project has since
changed the lives of over a thousand disabled Nepalese disabled
women through training, employment and the sale of their ethically
manufactured goods worldwide. In
addition 5000 women have been
positively impacted through outreach programs facilitated by the
enterprise.

Stephanie started her Seven Women project when she was only 22
years old after visiting Nepal and
Six Seven Women centres have

now been established, with the
Seven Women headquarters in
Kathmandu also providing shelter
and medical assistance to women
in need or escaping domestic violence. Numerous education programs are hosted by Seven Women, particularly practical production skills such as sewing and
growing vegetables, literacy classes and business and savings classes. “Our approach is to give a hand
up, not a hand out,” said Stephanie.
“All it takes it one generation to
learn how to break the cycle of
poverty and pass their learning
down to the next to transform a
village forever.”
As Stephanie nor any other volunteers receive any payment for their
efforts, in order to sustain her passion she founded Hands On Development through which she speaks
at conferences, provides mentoring
and runs immersive tours to Nepal
and Indigenous Australian communities.
Stephanie is dedicated to education and empowerment, believing a
realistic understanding of the causes of poverty is a crucial ingredient
for bringing peace and tolerance to
our globalised world. “My key to a
better world is as simple as finding
your passion and dedicating your
life to using that passion to bring
hope to the lives of others.”

Stephanie Woollard with members of her Seven Women project

5
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District 9980 and the Club of Waimate are very proud to present the
New Zealand Rotary family’s youngest-ever president – 12-year-old
South Cantabrian Abi Lapthorn.

Waimate youth director Sharyn
Cain, who worked closely with Rotarians in the United Kingdom,
where junior clubs are thriving.

make their own decisions, but can
draw on my advice and guidance, as
their Rotary mentor,” Sharyn says.

“We’re fortunate in the Waimate
The youngest branch of Rotary,
area to have a range of very good
Abi, a Year 8 student at Waituna
Rotakids is aimed at children from schools, and wonderful youngsters
Creek School, will go down in the
around 7 to 12 – Years 3 to 8. As
who really take pride in their comNew Zealand Rotary history books well as being strong in the UK,
munity, so it was an ideal place to
as the country’s first Rotakids lead- Rotakids clubs are very active in
start New Zealand’s first Rotakids
er, joined by her fellow officer bear- Brazil and Romania, and clubs have club.”
ers: vice-president Alysha Melecio, also recently chartered in Australia
12, of St Patricks School, secretary
and Italy.
The Waimate Rotakids already have
Stella Bilcliffe, 11, of St Patricks
their sights on achieving a Rotary
School, treasurer Scott WarSharyn says the aim
wood,10, of Waituna Creek School, of Rotakids is to en“Rotakids is carefully structured
and public image chair Logan Clark- courage young peoson, 11, of Centennial School.
ple to learn valuable to really empower the youngsters
skills, take responsi- and put them in charge.”
Rotakids Waimate chartered recent- bility for themselves
ly, and saw 15 children from five
and the community they live in, and Presidential Citation, for which they
different schools take the Rotakids to do good for others.
must complete at least three initiapledge and become Rotary Foundatives or projects through the year –
tion members. Three children were She’s very quick to point out
one for their community, another
unable to attend, and that number, Rotakids isn’t about pretending to
that’s nationwide and a third that’s
together with the five new members be Rotarians – the junior club is the international.
who have already signed up since
real deal, and the youngsters take
the chartering ceremony, brings the their roles within the organisation
The chartering ceremony was a parnew club to a 23-strong roll. The
very seriously.
ticularly special event, not just for
youngest member is just 7 years
Rotary, but for the Waimate area, as
old.
“In fact, Rotakids is carefully struc- well. Both Rotary and other commutured to really empower the young- nity VIPs shared in the formalities
Launching Rotakids in District 9980 sters and put them in charge. They and celebrations, including current
was the mission of Rotary Club of
elect their own officer bearers and and past district governors, Janice

Rotakids with District 9980 Immediate Past Governor, Karen Purdue and Mentor Sharyn Cain
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POLIO: WHERE ARE
WE NOW?
Where are we in the fight to eradicate polio? What's left to do? And
why does it cost so much? Rotary's World Polio Day event on 24
October will answer these questions and more.
Health officials from our partners
in the Global Polio Eradication
Initiative will join Rotary leaders
and special guests at the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention in Atlanta, Georgia, USA, to
give a status update on the eradication campaign.
The wild poliovirus has caused
fewer new cases of the disease so
far this year than this time last
year, but recent setbacks in Nigeria — which was re-classified as
polio-endemic in September
2016 — underscore the need for
vigilance.
Yet the detection of new cases in
northern Nigeria also demonstrates that surveillance efforts
are reaching children even in
areas affected by conflict. The
challenge now is to contain the
outbreak and boost immunity in
affected areas until the virus is
eradicated worldwide.
This year also saw the largest and
fastest vaccine rollout in history,
as 155 countries and territories
switched from the trivalent oral
polio vaccine to the bivalent oral
polio vaccine. The bivalent oral
polio vaccine protects against the
only two strains still in circulation and reduces the likelihood of
vaccine-derived cases.
Source: Rotary.org

Hughes and Karen Purdue, current
and past Waimate club presidents
Ailsa McKenzie and Colin Dore, and
local mayoress Lyn Stringer.

ciation, and, to that end, have attached handwritten tags to chocolate
bars to give out as random acts of
kindness.

The mayoress and mayor Craig Rowley arranged the design of special
chains of office for the Rotakids Club
of Waimate, which Lyn presented to
the new president at the chartering
ceremony.

They’ve also “shared the cheer” by
nominating one child per school – not
a Rotakid – who’s displayed a great
attitude. Members agreed on the recipients, and the schools were awarded certificates, while the chosen students each received a small gift.

Thumbs up from the top
District governor for 9980 Janice
Hughes has paid tribute to Sharyn,
saying she epitomises the Rotary
spirit, working tirelessly to bring
Rotakids to New Zealand, which is a
huge milestone for the organisation.
“Chartering a new club is no small
feat in itself – bringing in a new
framework to engage youngsters in
our community is massive.
“This is such a credit to Sharyn, the
Rotary Club of Waimate, the community and all the wonderful new
Rotakids members.

The youngsters have notched up
their first $350 fundraising tally, too,
baking up a storm to raise money for
the Blind Foundation’s Red Puppy
Bikkie Day. As part of learning more
about the cause, the Rotakids hosted
blind Rotarian Donald Hunt and his
guide dog, Nero. Donald spoke to the
children about what Nero can do, the
importance of guide dogs – and the
fact it costs $27,000 to train a single
canine.

As well as holding a strategy meeting
to plot out what they want to achieve
during the next year, the Waimate
Rotakids were also very keen to
“From what I’ve heard, Abi and her
show their appreciation to the many
team aren’t mucking around - they’ve people who have helped them get
already held meetings, raised hununderway, so they baked truffles and
dreds of dollars and carried out a
wrote letters of gratitude.
number of lovely acts of kindness and
gratitude.
“We grown-ups might just learn a
thing or two, I suspect.”
Rotakids raking it in already
The ink’s barely dry on the Rotakids
of Waimate Club charter, and president Abi and her team have already
well and truly moved into administrative, service and fundraising
mode.
Since chartering, the club has held
several meetings, and the new office
bearers have taken up their news
roles, including secretary Stella taking the minutes, and treasurer Scott
balancing the club’s income and expenditure to date.
Club members have pondered the
significance of small tokens of appre-

Rotakids mentor Sharyn Cain, president
Abi Lapthorn and immediate-past district
governor Karen Purdue

